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project description
The first section of this course allows time for you to reflect in writing on your past 
work and the projects and activities that stand out for you. Short research assignments 
will help you to discover the potential of your focus as you prepare for your next steps 
after college. All of this information will serve as a departure point for your portfolio 
pieces, as well as your self-promotional materials.

what’s due for this section:
artist’s statement

portfolio objective

personal action plan

project proposal for projects section

digital portfolio  
(1–3 projects, profiles and artists statments)

resumé draft

business card

senior show group proposal

set up two informational interviews

blog posts

all items due
Tuesday, February 10 (*with the exception of the show proposal, this will be due feb. 17)

Digital Portfolio
project description
Create a digital portfolio of your choice. This can be an already existing website that 
is in need of a redesign, or an online portfolio template (for example: Coroflot, Wix, 
Squarespace, wordpress, behance, etc.)

Use placeholder images for now or your own images if you have them. Your site should 
allow your work to stand out and should use clear and concise typographical hierarchy. 
There is a due date for this, February 10, although you will be expected to continue to 
improve the Digital Portfolio throughout the semester. This will be reviewed again at 
the end of the course.

the digital portfolio must include:
3 projects at least (you can fill in the rest over the course of the semester)

Short project descriptions (10–12 words)
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Artist’s Statement
process
Begin by reflecting on the items you have created to date, the map and keywords, the 
short research assignments, your interests, and pull these together, through writing, 
to create a statement about you, your work, and your potential future endeavors. Your 
statement should be approximately 300 words and should answer the following:

  Describe yourself. Are you an artist, designer, creative thinker, illustrator, 
storyteller, writer?

 Describe your work (even one or two significant projects).

  What is your work about? Or...what would you like your work to be about  
as you create future pieces? What themes exist?

 What does your work mean to you?

 How do you envision your work existing in the world? Potential applications?

Use this writing as a starting point, refine, and turn into a clearly articulated Artist’s 
Statement. You will be given examples in class.

Objective Statement
your objective
Write 18–25 words stating the objective of your portfolio.

Stating an objective lets potential empolyers or clients know what you want and that 
you are familiar with your intended position. 

“Stating your objective on your resume is optional, having an objective for your resume 
is not–you need to be clear on your goal.” (about.com website)

Resumé
Create a resumé in InDesign that shows an understanding of typographical hierarchy 
and negative space. Review the resume samples in the resume portfolio. In addition, 
develop the content of your resumé so it is ready to send to potential employers.

Career Services Information

McCarthy Center 
Room 412 
508-626-4625

www.framingham.edu/career-services

Consider these typfaces:
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baskerville

meta

futura

frutiger

sabon

benton

univers

garamond

helvetica

thesis (the sans or the serif)

kontrapunkt

mrs eaves
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Blog Post 1
identify organizations of interest
Identify 3 specific organizations that intrigue you. Create one blog post for each, with 
an image and short description as to why you made this particular choice.

These can be local or international, design studios, marketing firms, publishers,  
potential clients, a non-profit organization, a special interest group (such as the  
AIGA, the Society of Illustrators, etc.), etc. etc.

Blog Post 2
portfolio project display
Identify 2 examples of design or illustration work that is displayed well in a portfolio or 
on a website. Post each of these separately on the blog. Include a few descriptive words 
as to why you made this choice (make sure to identify yourself!).

Concentrate on the display of individual pieces rather than an entire group of  
portfolio images.

 Is a book photographed in an interesting way? 

 Is an image shown full scale or cropped for a closer look at detail? 

 Is a stationery system displayed on a colored background?

 Are logos shown best as flat graphics on a white background?

 How are 3-D objects displayed? T-shirts?

Blog Post 3
graphic design or illustration job
Find an interesting job posting and post a link on the blog. Resources include  
Vitamin T, Aquent, Monster, AIGA, etc.

Personal Action Plan
portfolio project display
Keep a running list or record of actions for post-graduation. This is part practical,  
(a particular job you wish to apply for) and part record of dreams and ambitions that 
you have for your future. 

The format is up to you, although a simple list with clear titles is preferred. Keep  
these in your process book. You do not need to share them with the class, although  
you may wish to. 

 The list may include:

Companies you wish to contact, Jobs you want to apply for, Dream jobs, Classes you 
want to take, Software you wish to learn, Travel opportunities, etc. etc. etc.
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